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Shakespeare: the implications of adaptation

Wednesday 30 January 08

University of Leeds

A series of thought-provoking statements presented by a panel of esteemed academics and practitioners fuelled lively discussion at the first DARE symposium.

The theme: 

Given that the particular demands of opera require contraction and modification of the text, what are the crucial elements in successful adaptation? Can music really illuminate a Shakespeare text, and if so, what does it add? In turn, what is lost through the musical setting of Shakespeare’s plays?
The Panel:

Professor Julian Rushton, School of Music; Professor Richard Andrews, School of Modern Languages; Professor David Lindley, School of English; Professor Christopher Baugh, School of Performance and Cultural Industries; and Jim Holmes, Head of Music at Opera North, 
Audience members, who included students and professionals from Opera North and from the University of Leeds, debated the issues raised by adapting Shakespeare into opera. 
The opinions offered by the panel focused on a range of diverse issues, but a certain consensus was reached regarding the autonomy of operas based on Shakespeare: they should be evaluated on their own merits, and must be considered to succeed or fail with respect to their own qualities rather than with respect to any fidelity to the Shakespearean original.  The fluidity of both plays and operas in performance (as opposed to their existence as fixed, written texts) was explored, and particular attention was given to the special case when a composer might set Shakespeare’s words exactly, rather than in translation or paraphrase. 
Dr Bryan White, Director of LUCOS (Leeds University Centre for Opera Studies), was pleased that this pilot symposium was a success.  

“We are delighted that the DARE collaboration allows us to work closely with artists and practitioners at Opera North to explore the artform in ways not previously possible.” he said, “This event has allowed us to expand our thinking and we look forward to sharing similar activities with a wider audience in the future.”

If you would like further information about this or any future events, please contact Lesley Patrick at Lesley@dareyou.org.uk 
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